
June 2024 

President’s Message 

We are already planning our next Annual General Meeting (AGM) on March 5, 2025. The Delhi 
German Home is already booked.  We would really appreciate your thoughts about what speakers, 
events and exhibits we could include to make the upcoming AGM the best and most fun ever.  
Thanks. 

Our second guest speaker, Adam Biddle, Norfolk Supervisor Forestry Parks gave a very helpful guide 
on the To Dos and Not To Dos when harvesting your woodlot.  Lack of time precluded including a 
summary of his helpful and useful information in this newsletter.  But we plan to include it in our next 
Newsletter. 

Oak wilt is a vascular disease of oak trees, caused by the fungus Bretziella fagacearum*. The 
fungus grows on the outer sapwood of oak trees, restricting the flow of water and nutrients through 
the tree. Some oak species are more vulnerable than others and can die within a year of 
infection.  In some severe cases, red oaks mortality can occur within 2-6 weeks following 
infection.  

Oak wilt has been confirmed in 24 U.S. states, some of which border Ontario. The disease was 
confirmed in Niagara Falls, Ontario in May 2023, making it the first known case of oak wilt in 
Canada. The origin of the fungus is unknown, but it is believed to have been present in North 
America since the early 1900’s.   

Oak Wilt is an invasive fungus that kills oak trees.  There is no cure for Oak Wilt.  So, prevention and 
early detection are currently the most effective and low-cost solutions for managing oak wilt.  We can 
help minimize the spread of the Oak Wilt disease in Norfolk by NOT pruning or wounding oaks 
between April 1st and November 15th.  This is considered the high-risk period when the sap beetles 
that spread the disease are active. Paint any cuts or abrasions that occur during the high-risk period 
with wound paint. DO NOT move firewood. Oak wilt is spread by the movement of infected wood.   
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Applying a benomyl-containing fungicide keeps high-value trees free of the fungus. Use a wetting 
agent with the fungicide improves coverage on the waxy leaf surface. All species of oaks are 
susceptible, but young red oak trees are the most severely damaged. Small, distinct reddish brown 
spots form on diseased leaves. 

To control cost, NWOA newsletters are emailed to NWOA members and posted on NWOA website.  
The few who do not have internet are still being mailed out, courtesy of our Newsletter Editor, Dr John 
Morrissey. 

We welcome your comments, thoughts and ideas for our newsletter, workshops and AGM.  To make 
them fun and informative, we require your feedback to show what is of interest. Thanks.  You can 
post them on our website www.norfolkwoodlots.com (Go to the ‘About us’ Tab then select ‘Contact 
us “ to complete the message box), direct email at  membership@norfolkwoodlots.com .  

If you have any questions, please contact us at 

Mail:  Norfolk Woodlot Owners Association 

c/o Norfolk County – Forestry Department 

185 Robinson Street, Suite 100 

Simcoe, ON  N3Y 5L6 

NWOA website:    www.norfolkwoodlots.com 

NWOA email:  membership@norfolkwoodlots.com  

Thanks, 

John de Witt, President 

 

Have you renewed your membership for 2024? 
Members can renew their membership online, using the OWA website.  

Go to:   https://www.ontariowoodlot.com/Sys/Login 

 If you have never logged into your profile, enter the e-mail address that is on your account and select “Forgot 
Password” 
 The system will send a temporary password where you will be asked to create your own password. 
 Once you are into your profile, there will be an option to renew your membership.    
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2024 AGM Photos 

 
Nancy Candy-Harding, Joelle Giles, Mary Gartshore, Ian Fife 

 

 
Mark Bacro, Mike Penner, Dr Bob Dukelow, Adam Biddle 

 
 



 



 
 



 
 


